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by Herb zimmer

PortTechExpo Brings Technology Companies to San Pedro 

Advanced Algae, inc., a company 
that uses algae to capture and convert 
carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide 
emitted in diesel exhaust into fuel, ani-
mal feed or soil amendment, was the 
winner of the Most Innovative Technol-
ogy Award at PortTechLA’s first annual 
PortTechExpo held at the Doubletree 

Hotel on September 15. Advanced Algae’s technology can pro-
duce alternative energy through a gravity-fed, automated algae 
reactor that reproduces its algae feed stock in just four hours!

Creating good local jobs by attracting companies with tech-
nologies applicable to the Port of Los Angeles’ environmental, 
energy, security and logistics challenges, is at the heart of Port-
TechLA’s mission. PortTechExpo 2010, which put entrepre-
neurs, technology investors and service providers together in 
an Expo environment, was one element in accomplishing that 
mission.

More than 300 people came to San Pedro to attend the day-
long event. Twenty-four companies showcased their emerging 
technologies, sixteen companies made formal “venture pitch-
es” to potential private equity and venture capital investors, and 
panel discussions were offered on investing in technology and 
finding the right partners to help grow a start-up company.

Assemblywoman Bonnie Lowenthal, County Supervi-

sor Don Knabe, Councilwoman Janice Hahn, Harbor Com-
mission President Cindy Miscikowski and Keynote Speaker, 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, all addressed the Expo attendees. 
Each brought their perspective on the need for job creation and 
the importance of the Port of Los Angeles, not only in creating 
local jobs, but to the state and national economies. All pledged 
strong support and offered high praise to the community and 
the Port for coming together in founding the PortTechLA pri-
vate/public partnership.

The event even drew a brief visit from His Royal Majesty 
Melizwe Dlamini, leader of the Nhlangwini Traditional Coun-
cil from South Africa who was in town visiting the Port and 
asked to attend. His Majesty rules over one of South Africa’s 
port cities.

Additional award winners at the PortTechExpo included 
UtopiaCompression Corporation as the Company Most 
Likely to Receive Funding. UtopiaCompression develops 
cutting-edge software systems that take raw data (photo, video 
or text) and, in real-time, converts it into something useable 
for strategy development. Ultimately, it allows quick decision-
making when time is of the essence. UC’s systems have many 
applications, including Port security. SensorWare Systems won 
the Best Management Team award. SensorWare’s Sensor Web 
system is a wireless sensor infrastructure for collecting, syn-
thesizing, distributing, viewing, and reacting to information. 

The system is well suited to collecting data when monitoring 
must be accomplished over an extended area. It has homeland 
security applications, can be used to monitor different kinds 
of sensors, and could be applied to things such as tracking the 
movement of pollution plumes.

The People’s Choice Award, voted on by all attendees at 
the Expo, went to Industrial Technology & Science LLC. The 
Wilmington company has developed the UTR-Plus Propane 
Re-Power engine technology that meets all CARB, CAAP and 
SCAQMD emissions requirements, while at the same time 
exceeding the power and torque of a standard diesel engine. 
(Having taken a test ride in their vehicle last month, I can attest 
to the fact that it has enough torque to really set you back in 
your seat!).

PortTechExpo was a great success. Attendees were warmly 
welcomed to San Pedro. Local leaders stressed the important 
role that technology and entrepreneurs will play in setting the 
standards for clean, green, secure ports in the future. Many 
connections were made between entrepreneurs, investors and 
service providers. Two companies immediately signed on as 
PortTechLA incubator clients and several companies already 
signed up for PortTechExpo 2011. spt

 
Herb Zimmer owns PriorityOne Printing in downtown San 
Pedro and is Chairman of PortTechLA.

So Proud to Be a Pirate!
As an educator for 20 years, it is a 
pleasure to work in my own neighbor-
hood for the first time. Never before 
have I imagined how strong the con-
nection to my work and my community 
would be, and I am pleased to have been 
given this great opportunity!

Last year, San Pedro High School 
took time to develop a plan of action to make adjustments to 
our fully accredited school program. We examined bell sched-
ules, incorporated new teaching strategies to increase student 
understanding, and we reorganized to provide a more person-
alized learning environment for this upcoming school year.

We are focused on project based learning, where students 
are creating, analyzing, and synthesizing new concepts and 
ideas based in the world around them. Engaging students in 

real world issues, social dilemmas, and practical applications 
to existing problems helps us to understand how our learning 
impacts our future and our lives. Our goal is to increase our 
community involvement by engaging businesses as models 
and partners for our projects. We are especially interested in 
services and businesses that exist in our community in order 
to provide students with exposure to opportunities available to 
them upon graduation.  

In the midst of all of the plans, changes and improvements, 
we have continued to provide a high quality program that has 
shown gains in test results. Overall, for the 2009-2010 school 
year, we have had a decrease in the number of students scor-
ing below grade level and we have had an increase overall in the 
number of students scoring advanced and proficient. Through 
changes in school policy, we also have seen a strong improve-
ment in attendance.

Residents know that San Pedro High School has a long tradi-
tion of Championships. We continue to offer a full CIF Marine 
League competitive sports program and support every athlete 
and champion scholar with a viable instructional program to 
prepare students for their next steps: college and careers.

Our learners come from a wonderfully diverse background. 
We celebrate our differences, and plan instructionally for each 
student. Our program is designed to support our advanced 
learners in accelerated opportunities and to support struggling 
students with additional time for re-teaching and learning. Our 
goal is 100% graduation!

It is a fabulous time to be a Pirate! We’re changing our course 
and putting more wind in our sails to get the results we know 
our community expects! 

Call us at (310) 241-5800 to find out how you can become 
involved!  spt

by Jeanette Stevens, principal, San pedro High School
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